
Alternatives to Policing #8 – HOW NOT TO CALL THE COPS 
EVER  

(a series co-sponsored by Skyline Community Church) 

 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 -  2-5 pm 

First Congregational Church of Oakland 
2501 Harrison St., Oakland 
 

This month we will learn from a community of people who have practiced not calling the police for more 
than 20 years while living through their own collective traumas, colonization, gentrification, family 
violence, eviction, incarceration, displacement, betrayal and attempted takedown. 
 
Here is a description from POOR Magazine/Homefulness: 
 
“This workshop will include teaching on poor and traumatized peoples accountability, how to REdefine a 
western wite supremacist notion of security, and how to hold each other through trauma and into a true 
definition of interdependent safety. 
 
Walking this walk among a poor and indigenous peoples-led movement means facing our demons ALL 
THE TIME because we all come out of collective trauma experiences of racism, wite supremacy, ablism, 
family violence, false borders, eviction, houselessness, criminalization, elder/child abuse, sexual 
violence, rape, incarceration, police violence genderism, hate crimes and so much more.” 
 
ABOUT THE PRESENTERS 
 
POOR Magazine is a poor people led/indigenous people led, grassroots non-profit,arts organization 
dedicated to providing revolutionary media access, art, education and advocacy to silenced youth, 
adults and elders in poverty across the globe. 
 
HOMEFULNESS is a poor people led/indigenous people led revolution: a sweat equity, permanent co-
housing, education, arts and social change project for houseless and formerly houseless families and 
individuals in deep East Oakland/Huichin 
 
ABOUT THIS WORKSHOP SERIES 
 



A growing coalition of organizations in the Bay Area is coming together to explore alternatives to calling 
the police to our campuses and into our neighborhoods. Over the coming year, we will be offering a 
series of workshops to explore alternatives to calling the police. Some of these workshops will provide 
deepening analysis and grounding in alternative ways of thinking about community safety. Others will 
provide practical skills. All of them will lift up a transformative justice framework and emphasize the 
importance of self and community care. 
 
The Coalition includes First Congregational Church of Oakland, Kehilla Community Synagogue, Qal'bu 
Maryam, Jewish Voice for Peace, Skyline Community Church, Oakland Peace Center, Oakland LBGTQ 
Community Center, SURJ-Bay Area, and the Omni Collective.  This is a two-year project (2019-20) – more 
than a year in the making! 

Contact Nancy Taylor 510-325-4957 for more information, or if you wish to carpool. 

 

Some things to know about this project: 

 

WHAT IT IS NOT:  

1. Anti-police. 

2. Participation in this project does NOT constitute a commitment to not call the police. 

WHAT IT IS:  

1. A realization/acceptance that when black lives are involved, calling the police can be 

fatal. 

2. An exploration of alternatives that can be more effective than the police, such as groups 

that are trained in non-violent communications, de-escalation techniques, crisis 

intervention (in areas such as mental health, drug & alcohol abuse), self defense, conflict 

resolution, medical training, community disaster preparedness, etc. 

3. Internal work on the effects of White Supremacy on police violence, examining safety & 

security, interracial dynamics in the community, what internal fears make people rely on 

the police?  (Each community would tailor content of inner work to its own needs.) 

4. Ways to get to know our neighbors and to help us to know and trust each other via 

material resources, availability for prayer and conversation, etc. 

In Summary: this is an invitation to participate in a program that can build toward the creation of 

a true Beloved Community that chooses to not collude with empire (in this case, the “prison-

industrial complex”) in the name of safety, and that is willing to take the risk(s) necessary to 

explore an alternative first-responder network that provides interventions, when necessary, for 

the safety of all individuals and groups that are participating.   This is also a next step in 

examining our own internal mechanisms of White Supremacy/racism/white fragility.  ALL are 

invited to join in this opportunity for growth, and in this righteous (and scary!) adventure. 
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